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Neil S. Weintraub, speaker at our In this Issue:

December Hump Day History

meeting, presented a program Footsteps From the Past

about the 1928 Transcontinental Barn Quilt No. 13: The

Footrace that ended with an Blakeslee Log Cabin
inglorious climax.” The trajectory Dock Talk Tales

of the race passed through
Conneaut.
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When I arrived on the Kaibab National Forest in June of 1990, I found the photo
on the left in our collections on the left in our collections. I quickly learned that
one of my mentors, Kaibab historian Teri Cleeland, was the first to nominate
sections of Route 66 to the National Register of Historic Places in 1988. As a
result of her research, she found this photo and it piqued my interest in learning
more about the race. Teri became known as the “Queen of Route 66” and is
pictured on the right with a reporter from NBC in Tucson in the early 1990s.

Osiyo TV - Cherokee Nation TV, May 7, 2016
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Sources: Three Fascinating Books
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Hopi Runner Nicholas Qémawanu Photo
AKA, “Nimble Nick”
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Sources: Newspapers
Williams Netws

Coconino Sun

March 1928: 3 columns

BWinglotw Daily Mail

January 1928: 2 columns
February 1928: 5 columns
March 1928: 16 columns
April 1928: 11 columns
May 1928: 16 columns

Conneaut PNetws-HBerald
Crie Dispatch-Berald

Sources: A Random Discovery on Ebay
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\\> Nimble Nick,” was sponsored by the Hubbell Trading Post and Lorenzo <//
_— Hubbell Jr., and he barnstormed across the west running and winning races. .
< He was also a priest of the Snake Dance, and lived at Old Oraibi, splitting >
\\/> time between Hopi and Winslow, in the employ of Fred Harvey <\//
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A Personal Connection to the Past
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s On April 3¢, while volunteering with the Hopi Cultural Preservation office on a <
< spring restoration project on the Kaibab National Forest, I asked my former co-work >
>~ Joel Nicholas if he knew about “Nimble Nick”; his response, “That’s my great-great- —
_ grandfather!” I then asked Joel to pronounce his name, so here it is! S
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- I just became aware of this must- S
S read book that goes into great _
> detail about Nicholas Qémawanu <
_ -

e and his participation in the 1928 N
< >
~ footrace. 7
~ -

_ -
~ ~~
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- . . . . >
~__ This is a great online discussion _—
S with Dr. Gilbert talking about his <

- CROSSING THE TERRAIN book: .

< _ BETWEEN https://www.youtube.com/watch?v - >
\). INDIAN AND AMERICAN =FYuiuHbrlpM&t=2881s 4(\/
< MATTHEW SAKIESTEWA GILBERT ~
Winslow Daily MHail: Tuesdapy 3&11 17, 1928
U S. nghway 66 Commlttee Meets HereT
~— ~ 'lany Dnlegihw - -
> Arrive In Cit <
e . For The \\\\
~ 'Yesterday Mr. Dawson held a l -
mecting with local -husinessmen at | uomirzin i

be over T3 8 G I >

. which $500, Winslow’s share tndl it 0 st 1 ot A e //

tract lota of attention. \\"hur\'p.'l ~

> ‘i he event will be richer by <
- ‘d the big was pledged, oo oo ~
- wal e big race : e me s e ~
< l t th 1 % t f Clt]e‘i “-]JU the longest maraihon ever staked. >
~ . Othe: ill bring the total ~
~_ completing e 115L O * avards o Folieon, o théy mum of | e
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Pinslow Daily Mail: Thursday Jfeb 16, 1928

FINELOW DALLY MaTE

IS SUSPENDED|™ B
BY THE N.B. A.

Lacnmc in t.rue “Indian style,
7 uonawahu 'said yesterday
.on the eveiof: hig- departure ifrom
Wiinsiow, 7that he was ‘going to

zmn—nothing +gnore. = ‘He boasted.

. Simot- M-hm prowess as: a-long dis-

nce_runner:and: :'bférred not to

“wais: gr.g$. wvictery-at Long Beach, N.
"’.Y ‘a t:a field :of -nationally
_“qknowngrunners. -but-‘said hriefly:

m Lose mmmmhmmmw mm IHBGOR TRACKAND  End OF'St. Mositz [
FIELD MEETS FAILTO AID Program Seen As
OLYMPIC TRIALS OF SPRING m.erh Wann"“

f:l' Andz-fmose “who" are -sponsoring
m, hni:king thim * #nd " who - have
q\vntchaﬂ his training- during “the
;:past -&T%° moriths in preparation_ for
‘wihe event “bélieviz ‘that * the * Hopi
hieftain ‘will ‘bring victory'to Ari-
;znn,a"gd to*Hopi-land
‘s ‘Ovér thé vast strétches in Nﬂrth-
“™ary *Arizona in the vicinity of Old
u‘lmiﬁ' 65 miles of Winslow as Lhe
“t:row‘"flies. Quonawahu has cover-,
Ted i};cred‘lh‘!ﬁ distances “in ‘periods’
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YWinslom Baily Mail: Tuesdap Feb 21, 1928

TWINSILOW DATLY MATL

TUESDAY, FRERUARY I8

PAGETWU

Avcording to.a telegramh’ rece&v-
ed vesterday by F. M. Panker from_
Lorenzo ‘Hubbell from' Lios Ange-:
ies, Nicholas Quanowa‘ku. . midget
Hopi Indian, took first place in the
15-mile rumaning race - ‘that C. C.
Prle held -Sunday. as preliminary
to his March 4 ‘cross comntry maras’|
thon from Leos Angoles ‘to. New:
Yoik. -Qua:nownkn “povered ithedis-
‘tance’ ‘in’ one hour. n*nd*:z mmmiés.
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Pinslotw Eatlp ;ﬁﬂatl @hurzha?, iﬂﬂartb 8, 1928

@j&zﬁﬁ *
REPORT QUOMAWAHU OIJT OB‘RA b

-Hickman ]jéb] red Enter Guilty Plea; %m’?ﬂ“
JURECAAIE] ILCORMITE lmjmmmm '

REFUSED Hul

THREE DIE
EXPLOSION
BOX DYNANI

Nimble Nick” received a hero’s welcome in Needles, California. He was welcomed
with cheers and agplause from a large Native American crowd and a 12- piece Mohave
Indian marching brass band accompanied him for the last two miles into town.

However, he incurred a heel injury that eventually sidelined him and forced him to
drop out ‘of the race eight miles east of Seligman. Nick had been one of the lead
runners out of Los Angeles, but the heel injury and a sprained ankle were too much
to overcome.

YWinglow Daily Mail: Wednesdap, Jfeb 22, 1928

SWITELOW, AV AN COUNTY, ARITONA, WEDNESDAY FEERUARY & 1R

This ought to convince the most skeptlcal that
Mr. CC Pyle’s go-as-you-can run from Lost
Angeles to New York, 3400 miles, will get started
as planned on March 4. All entries in the race
are given a physical examination, and our lower
panel shows Promoter Pyle an interested
spectator to the examination given to William C.
Hart, a 65-year-old British veteran, by the camp
doctor. The center panel gives a view of the
runners hurrying out of their tents where they
are living to the rigid training given daily. The
top panel shows the runners at gymnastic drill.
At the extreme right is shown Harold Johnson
who walked from Detroit to Los Angeles to enter
the race. Surely, it must be a great racked this
cross-country stuff!”
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Pinslotw Baily Mail: Sundap, Mareh 11, 1928

] "YLE",S SUPER-MARATHON GETS UNDER way |

Here is how the Pyle hunch-of racers looked when they lned up for the get-nway expected to hring:
thesn (o Winslow abont ‘Mareh 15. Can yomw, from the huneh, seleet the Winslow entry, Quomawahi?

o

Needles to Oatman: Monday, March 12th, 1928

,.A}: e 2
vl T

https://www.facebook.com/oatmanTailingsofTi

Mi
K2guiPBdq20J253CEGCHXeFnjqfENBmasCpaRf6RJGEqwirgsEHgDZHT2]1

I discovered this photo on the left of the race taken of Arthur Newton of
Rhodesia (right) running against Phillip Granville (left) thanks to Leanne
Toohey’s Facebook comment about this presentation I gave in Winslow, AZ in
April! I then discovered this remarkable photo of Nimble Nick on theOatman
Tailings of Time Historical Society Facebook page.

1N
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Qatmam to Kimgmam: Tuesday, March 3%, 1928

J

Just yesterday, I found this photo of runners arriving in Kingman on theOatman
Tailings of Time Historical Society Facebook page. The post by Andy Sansom
captioned the photo, “Kingman, Front Street” (Today Andy Devine Avenue)

@ucnnmn %un. Ifriday, March 16th/23rd, 1928

e T —
COAST TO COAST RACERS
COMPLETED 515.8 MILES
IN FLAGSTAFF SATURDAY E

5

"'ge;f
i
]

iigé;
i

il

Because the Coconlno Sun was a weekly paper the news of the day of the
race was not reported until March 23rd when the coverage stated:

“It was pretty much a holiday here (Flagstaff) with hundreds going out to
meet the runners at various points west.”

11
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http://archive.library.nau.edu/cdm/ref/collection/cpa/id/876z2:

Pyle Carnival
Arrives Today:
Racers Tomorrow

The Pyle carnival company ar-
vives in this city today according
to the annouwncement made earlier
in the week. 3

The official car of tlu
marathon crew was here last
hlazing the way for the con
the company to this city
i they will show at the Bazel

\/A\ /A\\\/\ /A\\\/\ /A\\\/\ /A\\\/ | ) | o

Yinslow Daily Mail: Sunday, March 18D, 1928

for the marathion racers when they
arrive here Monday night.

The racers come from Flagstaff
to Two Guns today and spend the
night at that peoint rear Canyon
Diablo, coming to this city Monday
and remaining over night, leaving
Tuesday morning for Holbrook,
their next stop.

There yet is interest in the race
on the part of the local people but
much of it subsided when it was
learned that the local runner, Quo-
mawahu, was out of the race.

I (UP)

in the

12




Pinslow Daily Mail: Tuesday, March 200, 1928

'WINSLOW TURNED OUT STRONG
MONDAY FOR ARRIVAL OF
PYLE'S STRING MARATHONERS

téd Grange, vamed grid star and
u}-nﬂ.rmnl.cr wih Pyle of the race
¥ addressed students of tllel
nslow High School. From mnear

In spite of the fact that the
pride of this section—Quomawabu,
had dropped out of the big FPyle
parade to thz eastern seaboid,
the people of this city had not
lost interest in the big show that
came here Sunddy and Monday.

* The carnival arrivéed and: set up
the tents and stands on Sunday at
the Bazell Camp Cround and oo
Monday morning, the racers began
early to come up the long highway.

The carnival drew a ‘big crowd
on Sunday and Monday and there
was a considerable delegation out
early yeslerday morning to awalf
the arrvial of the runners from

Quomawabu was “the preitiest 25-
mile runmer he ever =aw.” Others
had something to eay of the local
man.
The affair was handled with gaod
nature by the ‘med in churg!
Many , people saw :.he men ar-
rive and others will sée them leave
about seven o'clock this morning.
Varied were the emotions ex-
pressed by the crowd gathered and
their cheers ~and expressions of
s;mpnh; mlnx:eu. depending. on
the appamt conditlor of ‘the m
The bunéh"is off for Holb
this morning for their stop’ to-r
night.

ka:ul‘ far the natives come to sec the
Erqtif Gringe whe ls another Lind-
Bergh in his i_nust.euts:.ﬂml.

Two (iuns, where llley spent Sun-
day night.

The incoming Pyle show was ac-
companled by thrumming of motors
in gigantic huses, trucks and other
cart of all descriptions bearing
all the paraphernalia of a full-siz-
ed carnival sbow. The first cars
to arrive were those of the offi-
cials and those hearing the carni-
val whilp a host of others having
to do with the racers, arrived Mon-

Phoenix Suﬁers
$15,000 Fire Loss

(Iiy Tnited Press Trasscootinental Wire)

PHOENIX, Ariz, March 19 —
Iy of approxi Iy $15.000
was caused today when fire swept
the transformer building of the
day morning. ; Central Arizonn Light and Power
The day proved a fine.one for | Company here. Firemen said they
Goth the racérs and speciatbrs. . |believed the blaze started from a

Yinglow Daily Mail: Pednesdayp, iﬂﬂartlj 21§t 1928

DILKS LANDS FIRST TODAY -
 ATHOLBROOK. HINTPYLE MAY |
"STRIKE FINANCE SHORTAGE

The mayor of Albuquerque also had heard what
happened in Holbrook when (P. 121 quote).

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Maich
20 (UP)—The first indication that
C. C. Pyle might run into financial
dfificulties in connection with. his
Los Angeles-to-New York fuot race
came today when the mayor of Al-
buguergue said that the prospect
of entertaining the marathoners
was mnot alluring enough to. war-
rant a_contribution of $2,000 to the
race fund.

“I'l show them the detour,”
said Mayor Clyde Tingley when
informed of reports that Albuguer-
que would be skipped by the trans- |
continental racers if the money
were’ not forthcoming. ‘

Pyle representatives here have
denied any threat to omit the city{
from the race route but Lave in-
sisted that Albuguerque should
raise the money, as other points
have dome in order to share the
race publicity. It appeared, how-
ever, that no funds would be rais-
ed for that purposc here

As it turned out, the dispute between Pyle and Mayor
Clyde Tingley of Albuquerque escalated and much to
the disappointment of runners hoping to enjoy the
city, they were not allowed to come into Albuquerque.
During the detour far to the south to Los Lunas,
runners got caught in a blinding sandstorm!

After this reporting, the Winslow News continued to

regularly report the race’s results, throughout April
and May, until its “Inglorious Climax”, on May 26".

11



Conneaut ﬁemﬁ-%eralhz Map 12th, 1928
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“Pyle s Pavement Pounders May ﬁi{
?r'-i ~ Not Patter Through Conneaut -

i, Wien Pyle's pavement T"m\ -

%.- ers reach Con iday

oL JmOFDIE. ¢0 el
v wKiFL th

Junt what \\IE! happen no oo
ok

o \m uver lunnrn

LIBHTSTESIED 7 i S

When Pyle’s pavement punlshers reach Conneaut Monday morning en route to New
York, they may skirt the city, for today, Jay C.Keidel, secretary for the Chamber of
Commerce, politely turned down Pyle’s request that the Chamber of Commerce here
pay him s100 for the privilege of having his runners pound their way over Conneaut’s
pavements. Just what will happen no one knows. It is almost certain however, that
Pyle’s runners will pass through Conneaut for the only other road they could take in
passing the city would be the South Ridge rd almost two- and one-half miles south of
Conneaut. This however, would take the runners about eight miles out of their way and
would increase their mileage for the day and Cash and Carry Pile has said that the
distance covered must be cut down in the future.”

s New York Times 5/14/1928 Lefter

On May 14™, 1928, famed vaudeville actor and
syndicated humorist Will Rogers (1879 to 1935) anda
personal friend of leader Andy Payne, both from
Claremore, Oklahoma, wrote in a letter to the New
York Times:

“It’s about time somebody gave a real endurance test
some credit—the foot race to New York, and a 20-year-
old kid from Claremore, Okla., leading it. It’s all right
to kid it and call it bunion, but no athlete in any other
branch of sport could get up every day for three

5 R;g;’; 5:’;‘;::” straight months and run from 40-70 miles. Sporting

| the Bunion Derby writers write pages over some football player’s seventy-

(| aevaseFmcs, ou. m : .

| i, S yard run. Our champion prize fighters can only fight
credit—this foot race to Nex . . 1

f e 2 s thirty minutes every two years. There is not a golf

I o b Ty 9 q ] .

| S player in America that could have stood this same trip

It s in an automobile. You will find it’s the grit and heart

| By that’s doing this more than bunions, or ingrowingtoe

: mﬂﬂmmﬂ Ihls . . . « ’

| TR nails, so be fair and give ‘em a break.” Yours, from

i B s Claremore, Will Rogers”

H mvlﬁum

| “WiLL noaxrs,
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Cherry Hill

Akefly

55 bunioneers followed US 20 from Ashtabula to Erie.

Conneaut Pews-Herald: Tuesday, Hap 15th, 1928

CUNNEAUL - NEW

RUNNERS PLOD WAY THROUGH CONNEA

COUNCIL APPROVES ' AU That Remains of Two Cars After Crash

TEN RESOLUTIONS'

ANVANVANA

\/

\/

COONEY LEADS HERE -
IN LONG FOOT RACE

1R

//\ /\\ //\ /\\ /

\/

“Amid cheers of several hundred
Conneaut residents gathered at the
west city limits to watch the vanguard
of C.C. Pyle’s bunion derbyists plod
their way into Conneaut. Ernest
Cormey of San Bernadino, Calif,
brother of Mrs C. L. Tuttle, Grove St,
this city, shoved his weary legs over
the city limit line, the first of 55
runners to pass through Conneaut
today.

Ernie was running beautifully, and he
had as his companion Edward
Gardner, Seattle negro. Both were
running smoothly and seemingly
with no exertion.”
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~ Northern Arizona Trail Runners Association Runs Kaibab Route 66!

_ . One left, NATRA runners head east bound below Ash Fork Hill. This is the
™~ same path “Bunioneers” took on the leg between Seligman and Williams on
- March 16%, 1928. This was originally the “Old Trails Highway”. Imagine
<_ running this in the cold wet snow......On right, runners further east
> approaching Williams on the “Devil Dog” Route 66 Mountain Bike Loop.
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We Remember

“Remembering” was the name of the original Conneaut Area Historical
Society newsletter. Joan Barnett was the last editor, and with her death and
the Covid pandemic the newsletter has not been published for a time. It
seemed fitting to name this new version of the old newsletter “Renewed
Remembering,” in honor of the former editors including Louise Legeza and
Joan Barnett who edited and published the newsletter for so many years.
We hope you enjoy it!

The President’s Paragraph

The Conneaut Area Historical Society wants to thank you for your
continued support. As always, new members are welcome. You can call:
440-599-6011 with further questions or write to Conneaut Area Historical
Society, P.O. Box 563, Conneaut Ohio, 44030. Our Historical Museum
street address is: 518 Mill Street and our David Cummins Octagon House
address is 301 Liberty Street, Conneaut, Ohio 44030. Come and visit us.
Jim Jones, President

Up to Date and Doing with the Conneaut Area Historical Society and the
David Cummins Octagon House

Another Conneaut Area Historical Museum season has whizzed by as fast
as the summer. We celebrated our 28t Anniversary Labor Day weekend
with free hot dogs and festivities. It has been an eventful 28t years, full of
progress, joys, and sorrows. In the last few years we have lost some long-
time, faithful members, including Jack Mathay, Rosemary Bennett, and
Karl Rowbotham in July. They are missed and mourned, both in the Society
and in the Conneaut Community.

Our joys include reopening the David Cummins Octagon House with a June
Open House. We plan to keep it open all winter as a base of operations for
our historical society, since the historical museum doesn’t have heat. The
Octagon House hours are Friday, 12 to 3, and on Saturdays and Sundays we
are open from 12 to 5. Come and visit us. As well as antiques and a unique
building, we have Conneaut history displays, scrapbooks, city directories,
school year books, and military, musical, and other interesting exhibits.

We have a monthly history program on the third Wednesday of every
month that we changed from Time Travel Tuesday to Hump Day History
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Wednesday. Conneaut native Beth Anthony will be presenting our January
2025 Conneaut History program.

We are encouraging public school and home-schooling parents and
teachers to bring pupils to the Octagon House for a field trip to glimpse into
the past. Come and have fun and win prizes in local history bees, including
Conneaut and Ashtabula County History Bees.

We also have a Senior Coloring group on the third Monday of each month.
The ladies (but gentlemen welcome too!) enjoy coloring pictures to display
and in their Conneaut and Ashtabula History coloring books which they
take home with them.

Our research library is stocked with material waiting for people to come in
and use, and we have over 100 scrapbooks crammed full of Conneaut
History. Come and explore!

In December we had our first Octagon House Tea. We had to cancel the
first two that we scheduled because of the weather. We had planned to
have two separate teas because of space limitations, but we finally decided
to have one tea on December 14th. The tea had a World War II Theme,
featuring Glenn Miller music and Connie Naylor reading some of her
grandmother’s letters that she wrote as she came of age during the World
War II years. Twelve-year-old Aubrie also modeled some of our vintage
clothing to the delight of the tea goers. We are planning to have four
seasonal teas a year: a spring, summer, fall, and Christmas tea.

We are working on several new exhibits, including the panoramic
photographs of William Haines and a Pittsburgh & Conneaut Dock exhibit.

We are busy and we know you are too, but take some time to drop in and
see us at the David Cummins Octagon House, and mark next Memorial Day
on your calendar for the next season for the Conneaut Area Historical
Museum and the David Cummings Octagon House.

Conneaut Area Historical Museum

Officers

Steering Committee Debbie Jones . .
President: Jim Jones

Jim Jones Nancy Lamb
y Vice-President: Jerry Janco
Jerry Anderson Debbie Herbel .
Secretary: Debbie Jones
Delmas Bennett Mo Tanner
Treasurer: PatJones
Jim Lyon Kathy Warnes

Historian: Kathy Warnes

Jerrv Janco Pat Jones
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Barn Quilt Square No. 13

In the fall of 2023, Steering Committee
Member Debbie Herbel painted our
museum Barn Quilt and it is proudly
displayed on the front of our museum. We
are thrilled to be a square in the Ashtabula
County Barn Quilt patchwork and a traveler
on the Ashtabula Barn Quilt Trail. The barn
quilts celebrate Ashtabula County’s
agricultural heritage, including the
Underground Railroad network, natural
areas preservation, and Great Lakes maritime history.

Barn quilts stretch from the Ashtabula Lighthouse to the Pennsylvania
borders and into Lake and Trumbull Counties. Theses trail guides take
visitors to the heart and stories of Ashtabula County history. More than 110
barn quilts on both public and private buildings display the tourism and
historical attractions of Ashtabula County. For more about the history,
purpose, and quilt creators of the Barn Quilt Trail, go to their website at
Ashtabula County Barn Quilt Trail.

The first barn quilt square on the Ashtabula County Barn Quilt Trail is
located on the Blakeslee Log Cabin barn: 441 Seven Hills Road, Plymouth
Township.

The Blakeslee Log Cabin: Hardy Log Cabin Home

John Gardner Blakeslee wouldn’t be at all surprised that the log cabin he
built in 1810 is still standing, 212 years after he built it on part of the 840
acres he owned. After all, he had built it to provide a lasting home for his
family and it has lasted for more than two centuries. The log cabin is older
than Ashtabula County, the county it now calls home, since Ashtabula
County was officially created from Trumbull County on January 11, 1811.

The Blakeslee Log Cabin, located at the intersection of Route 11 and
Plymouth Ridge Road, has weathered many changes during its more than
two century existence, including renovations, the birth of Route 11, railroad
tracks, Ohio Department of Transportation buildings, and modern homes,
as well as the changeable Ashtabula County weather. For more than 200
years, it has been part of Plymouth Township.
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http://barnquiltsashtabulacounty.com/blakeslee.html

Born in Plymouth, Connecticut on January 29, 1789, to Sala and Mary
Blakeslee, John spent his childhood in Plymouth. When he reached his
twenties he decided to strike out on his own and in 1809 he visited the
Hubbard family in Ashtabula County. After spending the winter with his
family in Connecticut, he returned to Ashtabula County to settle down
permanently. He is listed in the 1810 census as a residential farmer in the
southern part of Ashtabula Township. Plymouth Township did not exist
until 1838, when it was created from Ashtabula Township and named after
Plymouth, Connecticut, the original home of John and many of his family
members.

The Ashtabula County Historical Society documents reveal that John built
his cabin in 1810, and that he had a vision of how it would look when he
built it, based on the cabin building customs of his day. According to a 2023
Jefferson Gazette story by Bob Ettinger, The Blakeslee Cabin “is a
rectangular double-room cabin with front and back doors facing each other
on the front and rear sides of the cabin. In its original incarnation,
measured 21 feet by 28 feet and sats on a perfect north-south axis.”

The original roof boards of the cabin’s gabled roof were covered with hand-
crafted wooden shakes and the porch shingles are visible from the porch
floor. The walls are composed of split logs sixteen to eighteen inches thick
and are hand-hewn for smoothness. The exterior walls are rough-hewn
with half dovetail corner notching.

John’s 840 acres featured trees, trees, and more trees, thick underbrush,
wildflowers, very few natural paths, and only one road, the Girdled Road
that the Connecticut Land Company had hacked from the forest. The
Girdled Road ran from Kelloggsville by way of Sheffield, through Plymouth
and west through Saybrook, Austinburg and other communities before it
ended near Cleveland.

John eventually erected a springhouse and other outbuildings and cleared a
portion of his land for crops. Given the frontier custom of settlers helping
each other with building cabins and barn raisings, it is probably that John’s
neighbors helped him build his cabin. John had several neighbors. In
1804-1805, William Thompson and Thomas McGahhe and their families
settled on lot number five in Ashtabula Township. Samuel White had
settled on 200 acres of land near John’s property in 1806. In the spring of
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1806, David Burnet settled on lot number twelve, and in 1807 Thomas
Gordon purchased 240 acres in lot number six and settled there with his
family in the spring of 1808. Captain Moses Hall emigrated from
Connecticut in 1811, beginning his pioneer life on the northwest corner lot.

More families from Plymouth, Connecticut arrived in Ashtabula Township
that first decade of settlement, including Zadock Mann, Joseph and Warner
Mann, Lynus Hall, Titus Seymour and Elias C. Upson as well as John
Blakeslee and his grandfather Asher. Following their Episcopalian
traditions, several of the early settlers conducted the first Episcopal church
service west of the Alleghany Mountains in the Blakeslee Log Cabin, with
Zadock Mann serving as the lay leader. The same group later established St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Ashtabula.

The Blakeslee family genealogy shows that they produced a succession of
Blakeslee cabin heirs, although not all of them continued to live in the
Blakeslee cabin.

John Gardner Blakeslee was born on June 29, 1789, in Litchfield,
Connecticut and he died in Ashtabula County on September 29, 1828, at
age 39. He is buried in the old section of Maple Grove Cemetery in
Ashtabula.

John married Esther Rice Hall Blakeslee Warner(She married David
Warner after John’s death) in 1813. Esther was the daughter of Plymouth,
Connecticut pioneers. They had two daughters, Lucy and Charlotte and
three sons, Hobart, Chauncey, and Salmon. Lucy Blakeslee later married
Felix Ross and moved into the log cabin. In 1815, John’s father Sala
Blakeslee Sr. bought 193 acres of land from Nehemiah Hubbard in the
vicinity of Ashtabula Harbor. John’s grandfather Asher Blakeslee
purchased 380 acres of land adjoining his acreage. In 1817, John’s father
Sala, Sr., his mother Mary, his brothers Sala II, and William, and his sisters
Sabra, Mary, Caroline, and Asenath moved to Ashtabula County. John also
added a two-room shed to the north end of his cabin around this time,
possibly to accommodate some of his family members.

After John died in 1827, his younger brother Sala II, continued to work at
the Blakeslee fam. He married Lidea Pierce in 1830 and in 1834, they
moved to Oquawka, Illinois, later settling in Knox County, Illinois. Esther
lived in the cabin, presumably until her death in 1865. After Esther’s death
until about 1871, Geroge Williard owned the cabin and then he sold it to
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Julia Whalen, a Blakeslee descendant. After purchasing the cabin for $700,
~ Julialived in it until 1902, when the DeSorbes family bought it and lived

— there until 1989. In 1989, the Ashtabula County Historical Society S
~ purchased the land and the cabin. —
<::/ Although John’s descendants no longer occupy his original log cabin, his ::>
/> descendants continue to leave their footprints across Ashtabula County < .
< history. John’s brothers expanded the family roots to Iowa, Illinois, Idaho, >

~ and closer to home in Cleveland, and Ashtabula County, including <
< Ashtabula and Conneaut. One of the Blakeslee descendants, Robert Frank >
~ Blakeslee and his wife Lyda Nelson Blakeslee had Conneaut roots and are <
< buried in Glenwood Cemetery. >

~—— Since 1989, the Ashtabula County Historical Society has been restoring and ~
~ renovating the cabin, adding such improvements as a wooden porch floor /
~ toreplace the dirt floor, repairing walls and sagging ceiling joists, and
deteriorating floor boards.

~  In 1998, The Blakeslee Log Cabin secured a place on the National Register
of Historic Places. It is opened every September to celebrate Log Cabin
~— Days with historical festivities. The Blakeslee Log Cabin is one of the rare
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who forged new lives in the wilderness of the Connecticut Western Reserve.

Dock Talk Tales

January 1982

The Eighth Annual P &C Dock Children’s Christmas Party

The Eighth Annual Company Union Children’s Christmas Party held
December 13, 1981, from 1 to 5 p.m.at the American Legion Hall in
Conneaut attracted approximately 250 children, their parents or
grandparents, and some retirees.

Each of the children was interviewed
by Santa and was given a box of
candy and a stocking filled with
many goodies.

Cookies were donated by some

JODIE & ERIC ANDERSON psmer, Iy
T b \ﬂw% -2

employees and others were obtained from &
Squire Bakery in Ashtabula. Soft drinks EIEA B emA RS
were furnished courtesy of the Automatic
Venders of Warren, Ohio. Ray Bisbee donated all of the coffee. Among
those who helped serve the luncheon were John Coe, Mark and Pam Brady,
Carol Eaton, and John Carpenter.




A special thankyou is extended to Ed Javorich who beautifully portrayed
that old gentleman St. Nicholas, on very short notice. Thanks to Carol
Eaton there were extras stuffed in all the stockings.

Due to an oversight, our regular photographer was not engaged for the
evening. Gerry Anderson when he learned of our predicament agreed to
share with us the pictures that he had taken of the party. So he deserves our
“Special Special thanks.”

John Eaton and Marty Wickham wish to thank all who helped in any way to
make this Christmas party a success. On behalf of the dock family, we thank
the Christmas Party Committee for organizing and planning work involved
in producing this annual event.

Dock Talk Tales
January 1951

Plans for a new brick Main Gate Building were on the drawing board. The
building was scheduled for completion in the spring.

January 1971

Richard Holmes had a winning ticket in the Optimist’s Club benefit which
gave him a three-minute-grocery=gathering spree through the aisles of
Loblaws. Jim Wintringham was the Club’s president. Holmes headed for
the meat department and carried off a first prize worth $426.00,

January 1976

Rich Eckonen, clerk in the storeroom swallowed a Y-shaped piece of
chicken bone which became lodged in his throat. Local hospital personnel
were unable to remove it and he was transported to Erie He was placed on
a tilting operating table, given anesthetic, and turned almost upside down
while the bone was extricated without surgery. Rich was soon back on the
job, but to him the thought of a chicken dinner was not quite as savory as it
used to be.
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Patron’s Pages

Join Our Patrons Program

The Conneaut Area Historical Museum is excited to announce a new Merchant Patron program which is
available to any local business who desires to help our museum to function and improve. For $50 per year
(January to December, renewable every year) we will include your business name and phone number in the
publications the museum produces, including a monthly newsletter, any future books the museum

produces, and our website. If interested, send your donation of $50.00 to P.O. Box 563, Conneaut, Ohio

44030. We will include you in our list of great merchants and businesses in this area.

Amenican Legion Post 151
162 Broad Gtreet
Corneaut, Qhie
440-593-2205

Crafty Shanty 153 Park
Avenue Conneaut, Ohio
44030

Biacelti's Reatawrount
186 P Avenue

Comwneaul, Qhie
44030

440-593-6766

Leslie & Benald €' Bell
2 Bretenal Place
Bretenal, Qhie 44108

Kathi's Gelden
Retuievensy oy Albionw

1790 Penside Read
Albiow, PA 16401

Angelas Caké
268 Lake Read
Cenneaut, Qhie 44030
440-593-6060

Clviia Brecht  Gtate Faun
Trawunce Agency 216
Main Street Suite B
Conneaut, Qhie 44030
440-593-1N1

Gendes Phaovumacyy
245 Main Steet
Cenneaul, Ohie
440-593-2578

Corneaut Doy
Queen 1009 Main
Gtneel Coruneout,
Qhie 440-593-
2765

Cake Enie Aute Weal
Main Read: Cevuneaut,
Qhie 44030

Cenuneaut Creek
Veleninauy Clinic West
Main Gteel
Cenneaul, Qhie
44030

Ly Aumingleon
48 Ronch Read

Willeughby,
Qhie 44094

Mancy Funerval
Heme 208 ‘Cibenty
Glteet Conuneaut,
Qhie 44030

Mawreen Me Tawmner
930 Mainw Gteel
Cenneaut, Qhie 44030

Susanne Tugg Cangield, QH

Neumal v Neuvay i o cultune shecks

huwmern pedcast whene in each episede twe
(oeignens living in Osle discuss ene weind
thing abeul Neuvay. Cisten te Neumal (e
Neowvay wheneven yow get youwv pedcasts!
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\\> The dues period runs from January through December. <//
< Single $15.00 >

> <
- Couple $20.00 ~

—~  Family $25.00 <
- Patron $50.00 //
< Name Address >

:> City State <:

4 Zip Code >
~_— Phone Number S
. Would you be willing to volunteer at the Museum or at the Octagon <
< House during the summer months or help us with winter projects? >
\> . . . . <//
~— The Conneaut Area Historical Museum is open Friday, Saturday, .
- and Sunday from noon until 5 p.m., starting on Memorial Day and _
_— ending on Labor Day. S~
. The David Cummins Octagon House is open from Memorial Day to <
< Labor Day from noon until 5 p.m. We also plan on keeping the o~
. Octagon House open during the winter for special programs and <
-~ tours. What day or time is best for you? o~
~_— Thank you for your membership. S
- PO. Box 563. Conneaut, Ohio 44030 —

~ ~
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